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Asbury Theological Seminary 
Area of Biblical Studies 
Christopher F. Morgan, Instructor 
Fall 2005 
 
Introduction to Biblical Studies (1) – BS501ExL 
3 Credit Hours  
 
***This syllabus may be amended prior to the beginning of class 
 
Christopher F. Morgan, Instructor 
304 Cynthiana Street 
Williamstown, KY  41097 
O: (859) 823-5171 
H: (859) 824-6958 
christopher_morgan@asburyseminary.edu  
• Once class begins, all correspondence should be directed through the “To Office” 
icon in the classroom. 
• Email is the preferred means of communication; I am often difficult to reach by 
phone.  Students needing to contact me by phone are asked to call no earlier than 
7am and no later than 10pm Eastern Time.  
 
Important Dates: 
September 6, 2005—First day of class (class icon will appear by noon) 
November 21-25—Fall reading week 
December 16, 200—Final day of class 
 
Welcome 
Welcome to BS501ExL!  I look forward to working with each of you in the coming 
months as we explore the world of the Hebrew Bible together.  This world will seem 
strange indeed, distant from our own in time and culture.  The literature of the Old 
Testament is ancient literature, and the culture and practices described in its pages bear 
little resemblance to the life we know.  But for Christians, these documents are early 
chapters in the history of faith.  We have a keen interest in the story they tell, for that 
story is foundational to our own.  Over the next fourteen weeks we will explore these 
ancient texts, examining issues of canon, interpretation, and context.  I hope you find the 
time we spend together richly rewarding.  Shalom! 
 
Course Description 
The two-course sequence of BS 501-502 comprises three interrelated sections: (1) an 
introduction to the concept and significance of the canon of Scripture, the discipline of 
hermeneutics, and a contextual, text-centered approach to biblical interpretation; (2) an 
introduction to the Old Testament in its historical, literary, and canonical contexts; and 
(3) an introduction to the New Testament in its historical, literary, and canonical contexts. 
Course participation, reading, and projects will be configured in part so as to reflect the 
character of the degree specializations represented among the course participants. In 
order to achieve credit for either course, the full, two-course sequence must be completed 
successfully. Required of all M.A. except for those in Biblical Studies. BS 501 focuses on 
the Old Testament. 
 
ExL Contact Information 
For general questions and administrative assistance regarding the ExL program, please 
contact Dale Hale at the ExL Office at (859) 858-2393 or 
ExL_Office@asburyseminary.edu.   
 
For technical support, library research support, library loans, and ExL media, please 
contact the Information Commons at (859) 858-2233 or toll free at (866) 454-2733.  You 
may receive support via email at Info_Commons@asburyseminary.edu.   
 
Accessing Information Commons Materials: 
General Information: The Information Commons is a “one-stop shop” for all student 
research, circulation and technical needs.  The Information Commons hours are posted 
here: http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons/hours.shtml.   
 
Materials Requests: To search the library catalog for available materials, click here: 
http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons/index.shtml.   
 
ExL students may request books, photocopies or emailed attachments of journal 
articles/portions of reference books from Asbury Seminary’s Library.  Please allow 3-10 
business days for all requests to be filled.  Contact the Information Commons for costs 
and instructions on how to make requests. 
 
ExL students are encouraged to make use of local library resources.  Students who live 
within a 50 miles radius of either the Florida or the Kentucky campus should come to 
campus to obtain their materials. 
 
Research Questions: ExL students are encouraged to contact the Information Commons 
for research assistance including help choosing a paper topic, determining the best 
sources to use for a paper, finding book reviews, or research questions about using the 
online databases or any other library materials. 
 
Online Databases: To access the online library resources including the library catalog 
and full-text journal databases, go to 
http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons/index.shtml and enter your 10-digit student 
ID# in the login box.  Your student ID# is provided on the biographical information 
section of the student registration webpage.  And a 2 and enough 0’s to the front to make 
a 10-digit number (20000XXXXX where XXXXX is your student id).   
 
Copyright Information 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making 
of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material.  Under certain conditions 
specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other 
reproduction.  One of these specific conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is 
not to be “used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.”  If a 
user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in 
excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement.  This institution 
reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the 
order would involve violation of copyright law. 
 
ExL Media Copyright Information 
No further reproduction and distribution of media for this course is permitted by 
transmission or any other means. 
 
Required Texts: 
Bauer, David R. An Annotated Guide to Biblical Resources for Ministry. Hendrickson, 
2003. (=AGBR) 
Drane, John Introducing the Old Testament. Completely revised and updated. Fortress 
Press, 2001. (=IOT) 
Klein, William W., Craig L. Blomberg and Robert L. Hubbard, Jr. Introduction to 
Biblical Interpretation: Revised and Updated. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1993. 
Students may omit those sections dealing specifically with the New Testament. (= 
IBI) 
Thompson, David L. Bible Study That Works. Revised edition. Nappanee, IN: Evangel 
Press, 1994. Offers an overview of and introduction to the “inductive biblical 
studies” approach.  (= BSTW)  
 
One of the following translations of the Bible, preferably with minimal editorial 
markings: New Revised Standard Version, New American Standard Bible, Revised 
Standard Version, or New International Version.   
 
Inductive biblical study assignments will require that students have the ability to perform 
simple Hebrew word searches.  A good Bible software program will carry this out 
most efficiently.  As an example, let us say we are studying Genesis 2:7: “Then 
the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being” (Genesis 2.7, 
NRSV).  Students need a resource that will (a) point them to the Hebrew word for 
“being,” which is nepesh, and (b) direct them to the 43 occurrences of this word 
in the book of Genesis.   
 
Recommended Texts: 
Asbury Seminary has made the iPreach resources from Cokesbury available online for 
students.  This includes access to the Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, the New 
Interpreter’s Bible commentary series, the numerous volumes of the Old Testament 
Library, along with many other excellent resources.  Access iPreach through 
www.asburyseminary.edu  Current Students  Information Commons  Login with 
Borrower ID  iPreach.   
 
Course Objectives 
1. The student will trace the development of canonization, discuss the meaning and 
significance of the canon and of canonicity, especially that of the Old Testament, 
and articulate the major issues involved in the relationship between the 
testaments.  
2. The student will become conversant with, in at least a basic and rudimentary way, 
the historical background of the Bible, including the historical setting of the 
biblical story, and especially the story of the Old Testament, and the critical 
historical issues surrounding the production of the various Old Testament books, 
and will demonstrate the ability to make appropriate use of this historical 
information in the interpretation of the biblical text. 
3. The student will be conversant with the major issues in hermeneutics (i.e., will be 
able to identify these issues, articulate the main contemporary positions 
surrounding these issues, and present in a reasonable and informed fashion his/her 
own perspective regarding these issues), and will demonstrate the ability to make 
use of these hermeneutical insights in the actual interpretation and application of 
the Old Testament text. Among these hermeneutical issues will be the role of the 
cultural placement of the reader in the process of interpretation and application 
and the importance of exposure to multicultural perspectives for understanding of 
the text. 
4. The student will demonstrate, in at least a basic and rudimentary way, the ability 
to observe, interpret, and apply the Old Testament text, and to show the 
significance of this interpretation and application of the biblical text for the tasks 
of his/her ministerial vocation. Specifically, the student will (a) identify the 
macrostructure of a biblical book (including the structural development of the 
book in terms of its units and sub-units, and major structural dynamics within the 
book) and will show the significance of these insights for the interpretation of the 
Old Testament text; (b) engage in a “close reading” of individual passages so as to 
make relevant observations useful for interpretation; (c) employ various kinds of 
exegetical determinants, e.g., context, word usage, historical background, literary 
genre, the history of interpretation of the Old Testament text; (d) move from 
interpretation of the Old Testament passage to specific and creative application to 
contemporary Christian life, including the exemplifying of principles that must be 
kept in mind in the use of the Old Testament for Christian application. 
5. The student will show how the teachings of individual passages within the Old 
Testament contribute to the flow of biblical revelation, and will trace, in at least a 
general way, the development of major biblical themes and motifs throughout the 
whole of Scripture so as to articulate a biblical theology of these major themes 
and motifs. 
6. The student will demonstrate rudimentary ability to integrate the study of the 
Bible, particularly the Old Testament, to his/her vocation. 
 
WEEK DATE CLASS PROCESS 
1 9/06-13 Bible Study That Works  (128) [128] 
Instructor’s Notes (Introduction, OT Criticism) 
2 9/14-20 IOT, 1. Introducing the OT, 11-35 (25) 
IOT, 9. The Living God, 228-251 (24) 
IOT, 10. God and the World, 253-276, (24) 
KBH, 8. Genres of the OT, Narrative, 259-273 (14) 
KBH 10. Using the Bible Today (Theology), 382-390 [114] 
3 9/21-27 IBS #1. GENESIS 2:4-4:26 Survey 
4 9/28-10/4 IOT, 2. The Founding of the Nation, 36-61 (26) 
IOT, 3. A Land Flowing with Milk and Honey, 62-86 (25) 
KBH, 1. Need for Hermeneutics, 3-20 (18) 
KBH, 2. History of Interpretation, 21-52 (32) 
KBH, 3. Canon and Translations, 53-68 (14) [115] 
5 10/05-11 IBS #2. PSALM 78 Survey  
6 10/12-18 IOT, 4. A King Like Other Nations, 87-119 (33) 
IOT, 11. Living as God’s People, 277-305 (28) 
KBH, 4. The Interpreter, 81-116 (36) 
KBH, 5, Goal of Interpretation, 117-154, (38) [135] 
7 10/19-25 IOT, 5. The Two Kingdoms, 120-146 (27)  
IOT, 12. Worshiping God, 12. 306-330 (25) 
IOT, 13. From Hebrew Bible to OT, 338-362 (25) 
KBH, Appendix: Modern Approaches, 427-458 (32)[109] 
8 10/26-11/01 IBS #3. AMOS BOOK SURVEY 
9 11/02-08 IOT, 6. Judah and Jerusalem, 147-172 (26) 
KBH, 6. General Rules of Herm.—Prose, 155-214 ( 60)[86]
10 11/09-15 IBS #4. PSALM 89 
11 11/16-29 
 
IOT, 7. Dashed Hopes and New Horizons, 173-206 (34) 
KBH, 7. General Rules of Herm—Poetry, 215-258, (44) [80] 
11/21 - 25 FALL READING BREAK 
12 11/28-12/06 IOT, 8. The Challenge of a New Age, 207-227 (21) 
IBS #5. AMOS 9:7-15 INTERPRETATION 
13 12/07-13 KBH, 10. Using the bible Today, 377-400  (24) 
KBH, 11. Application, 401-426. (26) [50] 
14 12/16 IBS #6. AMOS 9:7-15 Evaluation-Application 
   All work due Friday, December 16, 5:00 p.m. Semester ends.  
 
 
